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the "blacik hand"
By 1911 the old divergence of views between the Radical
political leaders and the more restless and reckless military
officers began to show itself again. The Radicals, in view
of Russia's attitude and the existing diplomatic situation
in Europe, believed that Serbians must preserve correct and
peaceful relations with Austria-Hungary and confine their
work for the present to strengthening the State for the
future struggle which would realize their ultimate aim—the
creation of a Greater Serbia. This, as we have seen, was
now the ostensible policy of the Narodna Odbrana. But
some49 of the more hot-headed and zealous military clique
which had carried out the palace revolution of 1903 were
impatient of the more moderate Radical policy. They
wanted "deeds*" They therefore revived their old organiza-
tion of 1903 in a new secret association known in its statutes
as Ujedinjenje Hi Smrt (Union or Death), but commonly
referred to as the "Black Hand/'
The most authoritative information about the "Black
Hand" is contained in its Rules and By-Laws. These were
published in a mutilated form in Tajna Prevratna Organ-
isacija, the report of the Salonica Trial printed in 1918,
which has already been mentioned.50 At this later time the
Serbian Government, wishing to make it appear that the
"Black Hand" was a revolutionary organization exclusively
within Serbia aiming to overthrow the power of the Radical
Party and even the reigning dynasty, deleted certain pas-
sages which referred to the subversive and terrorist activity
40 Some, not all; several of the former conspirators of 1905 refused
to enter the new "Black Hand" organization on the ground that, though
the murder of King Alexander was necessary, there was no need to
plunge into new adventures which could only harm the State; these
officers followed the Radical Party and were eventually rewarded after
the crushing of the "Black Hand" in 1917'by being given the places of
their rivals; they were commonly known as the ''White Hand/'
so C/. above, note 32.

